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On June 2, Brazil's Constitutional Assembly voted 328 to 222 to give President Jose Sarney a fiveyear term. Thus, the first direct presidential election since 1960 is scheduled for November 1989. The
majority of Brazilian adults were disappointed in the vote tally. Sarney's popularity has collapsed
during the last 18 months, result of the worst economic crisis in 50 years. Moreover, the president is
a long-time ally of the military, which in 1985 stepped down for a resumption of civilian rule. Soon
after his inauguration, Sarney in fact supported the view that a four-year term provided suffient
time for the drafting of a new Constitution that would prepare the country for the return of full
democracy. By 1986 it was apparent that Sarney wanted a longer term, and in early 1987 he claimed
a right to five years in office. In March the armed forces joined the debate prior to Assembly votes
on the length of future presidential terms and on whether a presidential or a parliamentary system
of government should be adopted. Senior officers warned they would accept only a five-year term
and a presidential system of government. In effect, the Constitutional Assembly decided to follow
instructions; the vote was 304 to 223. Sarney's term was decided in a separate vote on June 2. (Basic
data from New York Times, 06/03/88; Prensa Latina, 06/02/88)
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